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the Section, with the financial aid of the American Entomological 
Society, has been successful beyond our expectations. The first 
volume, now completed, consists of one hundred and sixty-eight 
pages of interesting matter contributed by many of the leading 
Entomologists of the country. It will be continued and increased 
to twenty or more pages per number, and be illustrated whenever 
possible. The proceedings of the Section for each month have 
been published in the " News." 

At the public receptions given by the Academy, the Section has 
made displays of insects which have elicited favorable comment, 
and will no doubt help to popularize this branch of natural history. 
As the " Entomological News" identifies insects for subscribers, it 
becomes necessary to have the collections in good condition and 
species well represented, so that this may be properly done. All 
insects received for determination through the committee having 
charge of the publication of the " Entomological News" become 
the property of the Society. At the last meeting of the year the 
following officers were elected : — 



Director, 
Vice- Director, 
Treasurer, 
Recorder, 

Publication Committee, . 

Corresponding Secretary, 
Conservator, . 



George H. Horn, M.D. 

Rev. H. C. McCook, D.D. 

E. T. Cresson. 

Henry Skinner, M.D. 
~> Philip Laurent, 
| Henry Skinner, M.D. 

Angelo Heilprin. 

Henry Skinner, M.D. 

Henry Skinner, 

Recorder. 



REPORT OF THE BOTANICAL SECTION. 

The Vice-Director of the Botanical Section has the honor to re- 
port the continued prosperity of the Section. It has no debts, and 
has a balance in its treasury. The stated meetings have been held 
regularly, and communications of interest to botanists received at 
each meeting, some of which have subsequently appeared in the 
Proceedings of the Academy. 

The officers elected for the coming year are as follows : — 

Director, . . . . W. S. W. Ruschenberger, M.D. 

Vice-Director, . . . Thomas Meehan. 

Treas. and Corres'g See'y, . Isaac C. Martindale. 
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Recorder, .... Charles Schafler, M.D. 
Conservator, . . . John H. Redfield. 
The report of the Conservator, which is submitted as part of this 
report, shows a gratifying increase in the Herbarium — the number 
of determined species of flowering plants and ferns now exceeding 
30,000. 

Thomas Meehan, 

Vice- Director. 

Conservator's Report for 1890. — The Conservator respectfully 
submits the following Annual Report upon the condition and pro- 
gress of the Academy's Herbarium : — 

During the past year large and valuable additions have been 
made to our collections, reminding us that the time has already 
arrived when we need larger apartments to provide suitable space 
for such accessions. The chief contributions have been of plants of 
the tropical regions of America, of which we are now enabled to 
display a creditable representation, constituting a nucleus for such 
future accretions as will in time render our Herbarium indispen- 
sable to the student of the floras of Mexico and South America. 

Prof. Rovirosa has continued his researches in the rich flora of 
the province of Tabasco, and has added three hundred species to his 
former gifts, a large number of them of great interest, and till now 
unrepresented in the collection. Mr. C. G. Pringle, noted for his long 
experience in collecting, and for the judgment and care manifested in 
the selection and preparation of his specimens, spent the season of 
1889 in the Mexican Province of Jalisco, and we have the result in 
a series of 335 species, a large proportion of which are new to us. 
Mr. T. S. Brandegee, of the California Academy of Natural 
Sciences, has sent us a collection made by him in 1889, in the 
peninsula of Lower California, a region hitherto so little known 
that more than half the species were new to us. The scientific ex- 
pedition sent out by the Academy in the early part of the year, 
under the guidance of Prof. Heilprin, though mainly devoted to 
other branches, did not neglect the flora of the regions which it 
traversed ; and by the aid of Messrs. Stone and Baker, it has con- 
tributed 325 species, mostly from Yucatan, and from the region 
about Orizaba and Mexico, a fair proportion of which are novelties. 
Prom South America we have received a collection made in Bolivia 
by Miguel Bang, admirably supplementing those previously made 
by Dr. H. H. Rusby, in the same region. 
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Besides these American plants, we may specify a valuable collec- 
tion of 700 species recently made by Prof. J. Bornmiiller, in the 
province of Amasia, in the northern portion of Asia Minor. For 
this contribution, of which more than half the species are new to 
our shelves, we are indebted to the kindness of Mr. W. G. Warden, 
of Germantown. 

Other lesser contributions will appear in the usual detailed list of 
plants recorded in the additions to the museum. 

The total number of species received during the year has been 
3,289, of which 2,811 were Phanerogams and vascular Cryptogams. 
Of these latter 1,161 are believed to be new to our collection, and 
among them are representatives of 49 new genera ; 241 are from 
our own territory; 1,759 are from tropical America; 777 are from 
the northern portions of the eastern hemisphere, and 34 are from its 
more southern portions. The remaining 478 species received are of 
the lower Cryptogams, and include some valuable collections of 
mosses. The additions of the past year raise the estimated number 
of species of Phanerogams and vascular Cryptogams in the 
Academy's Herbarium to 30,053. 

The Vice-Director of the Section has contributed a large share of 
his valuable time to the study and determination of the plants re- 
ceived from Prof. Rovirosa, and from the Heilprin expedition. In 
this work he has been aided to some extent by Mr. Burk and by 
the Conservator, who have therefore not been able to accomplish as 
much as heretofore in the work of mounting the collection, yet 
all the North American accessions have received this attention, and 
all others have been placed in covers and carefully distributed. 

John H. Redfield, 

Conservator. 



REPORT OF THE MINERALOGICAL AND GEOLOGI- 
CAL SECTION. 

Fewer meetings than usual have been held this year, most of 
them under the new arrangement with the meetings of the Academy, 
on the first Tuesday of each alternate month. Long-continued 
absence of the more active members, has also operated this year, 
as it did last, to the detriment of the meetings, but they have not 
been without interest. 



